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xercise stress measurements have been used since the early years of cardiac catheterization (1) . A mean pulmonary artery pressure (mPAP) >30 mm Hg during exercise was an entry criterion for the U.S. National Institutes of Health's registry of primary pulmonary hypertension, now called pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), in the 1980s (2) . However, exercise measurements fell from grace at world symposiums on pulmonary hypertension (PH) because of persistent uncertainties about limits of normal and clinical relevance (3, 4) . This has now been overcome. Evidence has been gathered that the upper limit of normal mPAP during exercise is 30 mm Hg, provided cardiac output (CO) is below 10 l/min, which corresponds to an mPAP-CO relationship of 3 mm Hg/l/min (5-7). Furthermore, invasive and noninvasive studies have shown that a higher than normal mPAP at exercise, or exercise-induced on pulmonary hypertension (EIPH), may be associated with dyspnea/fatigue symptoms, impaired exercise capacity, and decreased survival (5-7). Attention has now turned to exercise stress testing of the right ventricle (RV). Recent invasive studies combined with imaging have shown that the RV of patients with PH adapts to increased afterload by means of increased contractility (8-10) but fails to further do so during exercise (11). The clinical and prognostic relevance of these observations is being actively explored. This requires validation of simple noninvasive measurements.
In this respect, the report by Claessen et al. (12) in this issue of iJACC is timely. Naeije has reported that he has no relationships relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose. Belgium. E-mail: rnaeije@ulb.ac.be.
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